are discussed in detail running through all levels of linguistic processing (integrating gazetteers/dictionaries, POS tagging, NP chunking and full parsing, named entity recognition, co-reference resolution, etc.). The final chapter concludes with a survey of commercially available tools doing text analytics (e.g., alias-i's LingPipe or IBM's LanguageWare). Furthermore, an advanced treatment of named entity recognition (for job titles) and co-reference resolution is provided using the open-source frameworks of rule-based GATE and UIMA solutions (both incorporating customized dictionaries) and statistically based OpenNLP.
The book assumes little prior knowledge, although regular expression, JAVA, and XML basics will certainly be helpful. It is targeted at undergraduate level (not necessarily computer science) students who wish to gather experience in reusing, modifying, and customizing existing linguistic annotation tools and text analytics architectures. Throughout the book, the author directs the reader to open-source, freely available, platform-independent, and easily downloadable software resources and repositories. So students find themselves embedded in a stimulating playground where tooling is the message.
The book is comprehensively written, well-structured, and very easy to follow, in particular when students have the exercises run simultaneously on their personal machines. The author has a clearly designed didactical master plan in mind which is realized by a large number of exercises with increasing, but never particularly high, complexity (see, e.g., the fourth chapter that deals with a nice set of transformation problems involving WordFreak-OpenNLP [XML-plain text], GATE-WordFreak [XML-XML], and WordFreak-UIMA [XML-XMI] tool [language] pairs). These exercises are reasonably chosen and solutions are technically well prepared and exhaustively explained with an admirable degree of clarity.
However, the more advanced and experienced reader might find the continuous pampering by way of overly fine-grained thematic exposition and visualization a bit excessive, perhaps even wearisome. There is, for example, also no division into easy, medium, and hard problems to offer challenging tasks at different levels of students' understanding. If the book is used in the context of more advanced teaching, it should be complemented by much more technical standard reference textbooks providing complementary theoretical background information on empirical NLP, (supervised) machine learning methods for NLP, computational corpus linguistics, and so forth. Yet, for getting used to mapping routines, workflows, and software underlying linguistic meta data annotation, this tutorial fills certainly a gap for students who come across these topics for the first time and enjoy the all-embracing tutorial approach of the author.
Any real complaints? Just a minor remark: all (URL) references are almost unreadable (Web links were not removed from the printed version of the book).
There is also a dedicated Web site which contains copies of the material from this book. 
